THE  CLERGY
heretical depravity' (inquisitio fwreticapravitatis). This commission,
appointed by the Holy See with the special mission of searching
out heretics, had the power to supersede all tribunals, both
ecclesiastical and secular. It employed an 'inquisitorial' procedure
- that is, a procedure in the form of an examination or inquest,
in opposition to the custom of the age, which permitted a man
to be tried only if an accuser came forward against him. It took
proceedings on its own initiative against anyone denounced as
suspect, and tried him in secret. It sentenced persons to public
penance, perpetual imprisonment in a cell, or else death at the
stake. Originally established in the south-west of France, these
courts spread to almost all Catholic countries and are still cele-
brated under the names of the 'Holy Office' and the Inquisition.
jfoundation of  new  orders
In order to strengthen its hold upon the laity, the clergy adopted
the procedure which had been so successful when used by the
Waldensian heretics - preaching and poverty. Two new orders
were introduced into France, both of which had their origin in
a southern country: the Friars Minor, or Mendicants, also known
as Franciscans, from the name of their Italian founder, St. Francis
of Assisi; and the Preaching Friars, known as Dominicans, founded
by a Spaniard, St. Dominic. The Franciscans wore the costume
of the humbler classes, a frock of coarse woollen cloth with a cord
round the waist - whence they were known as Cordeliers - and
having a hood attached to it-from which they were called
Capuchins (caputium being the Latin for hood); they wore nothing
on their feet but sandals and lived by begging alms. Their ser-
mons were delivered in the vernacular and addressed chiefly to
the humbler classes. The Dominicans preached sermons, studied
theology, held professorial chairs in the universities, and went on
missions in the service of the pope; and it was they whom he
entrusted with the functions of inquisitors for dealing with heretics.
These two orders were organized on similar lines, each being
placed under a single head, known as the general, who was elected
by the friars and governed all the houses of the order throughout •
the Christian world; these orders were independent of the bishops
and owed direct obedience to the pope, whose devoted servants
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